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Andy Houston parlayed a strong six-race late season run in the Team ASE/CARQUEST Dodge into a full time ride for the 2004 NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series season. The 33 year-old Hickory, NC native posted six straight top-ten finishes, two top five finishes and won the pole position at Texas. This opportunity with Ultra Motorsports provides Houston with the type of competitive situation that he has craved since returning from the NASCAR Winston Cup ranks.

Houston grew up in a NASCAR family. His father Tommy Houston, won 24 NASCAR Busch Series races and currently ranks third on the NBS all time win list. Andy’s brother Marty has competed in both the NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series and the Busch Series.  Houston has amassed 3 wins, 4 poles, 27 top-five finishes and 48 top-ten finishes in 96 career NCTS starts. It is this type of dependable performance that helps forge championship efforts. 

“I have been close to winning a NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series championship in the past,” Houston said. “I finished third in 2000 and I think we can do it here at Ultra Motorsports. Dennis Connor has won championships in the past. It is obvious that he knows what it takes to accomplish those type goals. We have a great bunch of guys that never give up and work really hard. Jim Smith has given this team everything that it needs to perform well and we got great sponsors like Team ASE, CARQUEST and Dodge. That support gives us what we need to run good, be competitive and win races. This is the type of opportunity that I waited years to get and I expect to make the most of it. This Ultra team is a great team and they have proved that in the past. Everyone who has driven the Team ASE/CARQUEST Dodge has won races and been in contention to win championships. They have never won a championship with the No. 2 truck and hopefully that is something I can bring to the program. That is what we are going to try to do next year, come out of the box strong and make a run for the championship.” 

